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Library Support for Open

Educational Resources (OER)
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What are open
educational resources
(OER)?



Educational materials that are openly licensed
and freely available for anyone to use and
reuse.



What can open
educational resources
look like?



Textbooks

Videos

Modules

Infographics

Podcasts

Courseware

Visualizations

Question banks and quizzes
Software

Tools, materials, techniques



Format type isn't as
Important as licensing.

Any resources can be
used for learning.



Why do open
educational resources
matter?



Cost
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Purchasing and other behaviour at UofG

Amount Spent on Textbooks

Number of required textbooks not purchased
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The (potential) result...

54% Not purchase the required text
30% Earn a lower grade

27% Take fewer courses

26% Not register for a specific course
17% Drop or withdraw from a course

Jhangiani, R.S,, & Jhangiani. S. (2017). Investigating the perceptions, use, and impact
of open textbooks: A survey of post-secondary students in British Columbia. The
International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning.



Improved teaching



Customized to learning outcomes and course
structure (Jung, Bauer, and Heaps 2017)
Improves teaching (Pitt 2015)

Can be updated as needed

Potential increased impact



http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3120/4218
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/2381/3497

Improved learning



Contextual, nuanced material (Guring 2017)
Increased engagement

Improved performance (Jhangiani, Dastur, La
Grand, Penner 2018, Morales and Baker 2018)
Immediate access

Flexible formats



http://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2017-41169-004.html
https://ir.lib.uwo.ca/cjsotl_rcacea/vol9/iss1/5/
https://www-jime.open.ac.uk/articles/10.5334/jime.455/

What sort of projects
can | support?



e Assisting with finding, curating, and evaluating
open Mmaterials for existing or proposed courses

e Interpreting open (Creative Commons) and
traditional licensing and copyright

e Migrating self-created textbooks or course
materials into more accessible, open formats (while
preserving copyright / |P)



A few last words...



| know this is work!

Openness is a spectrum

o No “one size fits all” approach

Open takes time

Low/no cost options exist for every course



Questions?

versluis@uoguelph.ca



mailto:versluis@uoguelph.ca

